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Preface and Acknowledgements

This is the third project that Robert Houle and I have worked on
together. Each has dealt with aspects of the history of the
encounter of Europeans and the indigenous peoples of North
America.

Our engagement has been one of conversation, not the mode of
collaboration advanced in recent years. In the course of the
conversation there is the potential of emancipation, of moving
beyond the seemingly obdurate political obstacles to an
understanding of the reality of interdependence. The notion that we
have a responsibility for each other, that the goal of human
development is the achievement of interdependence, offers an
ethical alternative to the usual short term political exigencies.

Again, I wish to thank Robert Houle for making this work and the
Mackenzie Art Gallery (Regina) for agreeing to lend it for this
exhibition so soon after making it a part of its collection.

Sandra Dyck and Patrick Lacasse, in their usual professional way,
did their share to make this installation a success.

The Canada Council and the Ontario Arts Council have supported
this exhibition, and their support is deeply appreciated.

Michael Bell
Director
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The eight green canvases are each painted a solid, distinct hue,
moving sequentially in value from the first panel, from the lightest
to the last one, which is the darkest. The sequence of colours is:
Cobalt Green, Winsor Emerald #708, Chrome Green Deep Hue,
Terre Verte, Winsor Green #720, Prussian Green, Sap Green, Olive
Green. Pontiac's intended signal to his warriors to attack the
occupants of Fort Detroit was to turn the wampum belt to show its
green side.!! Each of the eight panels stands for one of the eight
forts captured by the tribes in Pontiac’s Confederacy in 1763. The
panels are installed in three groups: one group of two, one group of
five, and a single panel. Each group occupies, in a ‘virtual’ manner,
the same conceptual space on the wall: precisely 17 feet, 9 inches:
16 feet for the panels and 3 inches between each panel. Where you
see two panels, you must imagine all eight; where you see five
panels, you must imagine all eight; and, where you see one panel,
you must imagine all eight. The result is to construct around the
gallery walls the conceptual effect of a Palisade.

The digital graphic collages many of the elements developed in the
studies. In addition Houle introduces disturbing documentation.
The first is a National Post column (after the New York Times}'?
discussing the fate of the last live stocks of variola virus—
commonly known as smallpox. The other documentation,
reproductions of the postscripts of letters exchanged between Lord
Jeffrey Amherst, Commander-in-Chief of British Forces in North
America during the Seven Years’ War (1756-63) and the Swiss
mercenary, Colonel Henry Bouquet, stationed at Fort Pitt,
advocates the ‘inoculation’ of the Indian’s gathered loosely under
the leadership of Pontiac, with gifts of blankets infected with the
smallpox virus.13

II. Smallpox past

smallpox: noun, an acute, highly contagious, febrile disease, caused by a
virus, and characterized by a pustular eruption that often leaves permanent
pits or scars."







Smnallpox is a breath-borne ‘droplet’ infection, as are many
childhood diseases in societies (European and Asian) with dense
populations in cities (civilized). It is also possible to acquire the
disease by physical contact with a person in the infective stage,
from a corpse up to three weeks after death, and rarely, from
‘fomites’—obijects that have been in close contact with a patient can
remain infective for up to a year.!?

From an epidemiological standpoint, smallpox’s most important
features are: its rapid and fully effective transmission, resulting in
infection rates of close to 100% in non-immune populations; its
short infective period of fourteen days; and survivors’ acquired
immunity to second attacks. Once infected with the variola virus,
the disease must run its course. There are two varieties: variola
major and variola minor. The former is classic smallpox, extremely
lethal, with a fatality rate of some 30%. The latter is less severe,
with a fatality rate of 1%. In America identified epidemics of variola
minor did not occur until the late 1800s. Both varieties are now
extinct, with the last recorded cases reported in 1978. By 1980, the
World Health Organization, following an extended campaign to
eradicate the virus from the globe, could document success with a
parchment certificate dated @ December 1979.18

III. The Amerindian and smallpox

Amerindian, noun, a member of any of the aboriginal Indian and Eskimo
peoples of North and South America.

Smallpox is a disease with seven-league boots. Its effects are
terrifying: the fever and pain; the swift appearance of pustules
that sometimes destroy the skin and transform the victim into a
gory horror; the astounding death rates, up to one-fourth, one-
half, or more with the worst strains. The healthy flee, leaving the
ill behind to face certain death, and often taking the disease
along with them. The incubation period for smallpox is ten to










Chronology of the Indian Defensive War

22 February 1761

3July 1761
Summer 1762

23 August 1762
27 April 1763

9 May 1763

Summer 1763

July 1763

1 August 1763

5 August 1763

1-28 September 1763

31 October 1763
17 November 1763

Early April 1764

12 August 1764

7 September 1764

July 1766

Ambherst forbids presents of food and arms to Indians.
Senecas present a war belt to Detroit Indians; it is rejected.
War belts circulate among western Indians, encouraged by
Senecas and Frenchmen.

Major Henry Gladwin takes command of Detroit.

Pontiac proposes to Ottawas, Potawatomies, and Hurons
near Fort Detroit that they attack and plunder the fort. He
inspires them with the teachings of the nativist Delaware
Prophet Neolin. Pontiac's ruse {s betrayed to Major Gladwin.
Pontiac lays siege to Fort Detroit with Ottawa, Chippewa,
Potawatomie, Huron, Shawnee, and Delaware warriors.
Tribal allles destroy forts at Venango, LeBoeuf, and Presque
Isle. Senecas wipe out a convoy near Niagara. Forts at Detroit,
Pittsburgh {Fort Pitt), and Niagara hold out against attackers,
With sanction from Amherst and Bouquet, the garrison at
Fort Pitt starts an epidemic among the Indians by infecting
besieging chiefs with blankets from the smallpox hospital.
Indians withdraw from siege of Fort Pitt.

Colonel Bouquet fights off an attack at Bushy Run and
forces attackers to withdraw.

Sir William Johnson treats with the Iroquois and admits
Senecas back in the Covenant Chain.

Pontiac lifts siege of Detroit.

Amherst embarks on return to Britain. He is succeeded as
Commander-in-Chief by General Thomas Gage.

Iroquois attack eastern Delawares and turn prisoners over
to Johnson.

Bradstreet, on his way to Detroit, treats with Delawares and
Shawmees at Presque Isle.

Bradstreet treats with Detroit chiefs (but not Pontiac) for
peace under Britain’s sovereignty. He immediately applies
for a grant of lands to make a new cclony.

Pontiac treats with Johnson for peace.







Scarcely have we bought a hlanket or something else to cover
ourselves with before we must think of getting another; and
when we wish to set out for our winter camps they do not want
to give us any credit as our brothers the French do...we must all
swear their destruction and wait no longer. Nothing prevents us;
they are few in numbers, and we can accomplish it.

All the nations who are ocur brothers attack them—why should
we not strike too? Are we not men like them? Have I not shown
you the wampum belts which I received from our Great Father,
the Frenchman? ITe tells us to strike them...I have sent
wampum belts and messengers to our brothers, the Chippewas
of Saginaw, and to our brothers, the Ottawas of
Michilimackinac, and to those of the Thames River to join us.
They will not be slow in coming, but while we wait let us strike
anyway. There is no more time to lose 27

Loosely confederated under the leadership of Pontiac, who in turn
was influenced by the Delaware Prophet, Neolin,2® the tribes
captured eight palisaded forts and killed or took captive the British
soldiers: Fort Venango (13 June, 1763); Fort LeBoeuf (18 June,
1763); Fort Sandusky (16 May, 1763); Fort Miami (27 May, 1763);
Fort Ouiatenon (31 May, 1763); Fort St. Joseph (25 May, 1763);
Fort Michilmackinac (2 June, 1763); and, Fort Edward Augusta (15
June, 1763).22 The Amerindians also laid seige to Fort Pitt {where
Ambherst corresponded also with Captain Simeon Ecuyer) and
Detroit. The latter siege lasted from 9 May to 31 October, 1763,
under the direction of Pontiac, whose original plan to attack from
inside the fort during talks with the commander had been revealed
to the British, who could then be prepared.

continued on page 27

Note: in the following portfolio of illustrations, the two, five and one panel
installations emulate the scale of the installation in the gallery: the ‘extra’
white space stands for the gallery wall, and is not a mistake.


















































































